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Cast of Characters

THE TRAVELER: | ndet er mi nat e age; rugged,
weary, deeply enotional.

YOUNG WOVAN: No ol der than 20; pretty,
both whi p-snmart and naii ve.

THE PRI EST: A der than Young Woman;
heavy-set, exuding wi sdom

VA CE: Any age, male or female. Can
be a pre-recorded track.




ACT |

Scene (MOVI E)

In the bl ackness, we hear an urgent POUNDI NG

THE TRAVELER
LET ME IN'! LET ME IN, | NEED HELP! FOR GOD S SAKE LET-

The Travel er stunbl es onstage fromthe audi ence
and col | apses. He carries a dirty pack with him

Li ghts conme up slowy, to about hal fway.

THE TRAVELER
Hel |l 0? Hell o! Is anyone there?

Young Wbman enters. She is pretty and epheneral.
The Traveler can’t believe his eyes.

YOUNG WOVAN
You’ ve cone.

Li ghts up the rest of the way.

THE TRAVELER
| didn't believe it was true. |’d heard runors-

The Priest enters. He is dressed in rags which may
once have been vestnents. He wears a gold ring.

THE PRI EST
You heard w ong.

Young Worman wi t hdraws qui ckly from The Travel er.
The Priest regards himwarily. Tabl eau.

VA CE
Li ke sands through the hourglass, so are the days of
our lives.

(Voi ce speaks in a neasured, even tone. Characters
do not acknow edge Voi ce, except where indicated.)

THE TRAVELER
Pl ease help ne. | need food!

THE PRI EST
There is no food here.



YOUNG WOVAN
But -

THE PRI EST
There is nothing for you, here.

THE TRAVELER
Qutside, it's gotten worse-

THE PRI EST
| know what’'s outsi de.

THE TRAVELER
You can’t send ne back there.

The Priest considers. Finally, to Young Wnan:

THE PRI EST
It is tine to pray.

YOUNG WOVAN
Yes f at her.

She exits. The Priest turns to go.

THE PRI EST
You may stay the night. One night. And then..

The Priest exits.
The Traveler crawls up stage center, to a chair.
VO CE
There are sone things noney can’t buy. For everything
el se, there’'s Mastercard.
Bl ackout .

Scene ( OPRAH)

Li ghts up on The Traveler, still seated. (The
i ght change is acconpanied by a CLICK! sound.)

To his right is The Priest, as if sharing a couch.

Young Wiman sits in a separate chair to his left.
She is an Oprah-like tal k show host.

YOUNG WOVAN
So what did you find?



THE TRAVELER
In the diary?

YOUNG WOVAN
Yes. Were there confessions, conplaints, fantasies...?

THE TRAVELER
No, no, nothing like that. To be honest, there wasn't
anything in there about ne at all.

YOUNG WOVAN
Not hi ng?

THE TRAVELER
Not hing. | nean, we were |iving together, we were
havi ng probl ens, you know in the bedroom and what ever,
and- it was hard for us to talk about. That’'s why I
| ooked in her diary, | wouldn’t normally do that, but-

VO CE
D anonds are forever.

YOUNG WOVAN
And what was your reaction to that? To not being there?

THE TRAVELER
| didn’t understand it. | didn’'t know how she coul d not
have witten anything about ne. | nean, two years we're
living together, it’s a pretty big journal but there
was maybe one or two things about ne, in all that tinme-

Bl ackout .

Scene ( MSNBQC)

Li ghts up. CLICK!

The Traveler is now the host of a political talk
show, flanked by the Young Wwnman and The Priest.

THE TRAVELER
-to ny left: Denocratic Senator fromlllinois Mary
El | en Del gado-

YOUNG WOVAN
Thanks for having ne.

THE TRAVELER
-and joining us live via satellite fromhis canpaign
headquarters in Dayton, Chio, Tom Vincent, Republican
Speaker of the House.

The Priest speaks with a slight delay.



THE PRI EST
It’s good to be here.

THE TRAVELER
The subject today is global warm ng, and ny first
guestion is for you, Senator Del gado-

Bl ackout .

VO CE
Energy is neither created nor destroyed.

Scene (| NFOVERCI AL)

Li ghts up. CLICK!

Young Wman and The Priest host an infonercial.

YOUNG WOVAN
|’ mnot talking to anyone else, I'"'mtalking to you. And
| m not saying, "change your life," |’ m saying "CHANGE
YOUR LI FE!'"

THE PRI EST

Not only that, we’'re so excited to share this product
with you today that we’re gonna give you FREE SH PPl NG
anywhere in the continental United States. What’'s next?

YOUNG WOVAN
You' re gonna love this. This next itemwe have for you,
it’s amazing- | can't wait to get one of these nyself!
Bl ackout .

Scene ( OPRAH)

Li ghts up. CLICK!
Back to the Qprah tal k show.

THE PRI EST
W’'re all wounded. We all have psychi c wounds, which
can cone from either fromsone traumatic event, in
your chil dhood or even in your adult life, or the
traumati c event can sinply be growi ng up. The process
of separation fromyour parents begins at birth and
| asts-- well shoot, your entire life.

VA CE
If you | ove someone, set themon fire.



YOUNG WOVAN
You're not saying this is about his nother, are you?

THE PRI EST
Wll, that’s a very sinpl
since you brought it up,

istic way of putting it- but
is there anything...?

THE TRAVELER
Not really.

THE PRI EST
What was your relationship with your nother |ike?

THE TRAVELER
| was afraid of ny nother grow ng up. She was very
enotional, you know? She would |ike, blow up at the
smal | est things sonmetinmes. So you never knew what to
expect, like- com ng home from school.

YOUNG WOVAN
Do you think this affected your rel ationship?

THE TRAVELER
Honestly? | don’t know.

THE PRI EST
Do you think perhaps you kept parts of yourself secret,
because you were afraid of what her reaction mght be?

THE TRAVELER
| wasn’t the one keeping secrets. She had that whole
journal, she didn’t wite anything about ne-

YOUNG WOVAN
Were you faithful to her?

THE TRAVELER
Fai t hful ?

VA CE
Al'l that grunts and withers in this world is beauty;
|l ove is the | anguage it speaks.

Scene (COM O

Li ghts up. CLICK!

The Traveler is now a stand-up comc. He takes a
m crophone downst age and addresses the audi ence.

Subtl e [ augh track throughout.



THE TRAVELER
You know what | realized the other day? I'm 32 years
old, and already I’ma cranky old nman. Seriously, | am
just a cranky old bastard, and | hate-- honestly? I
hat e just about everything. Tenperatures, for instance.
| don't like tenperatures. | |ike things room
tenperature, or nmaybe six degrees on either side. But
ot herwi se roomtenperature. | don’'t like things with
hi nges. Anything with hinges, anything sealed in
plastic, | don’t like. Noises? | hate noises. | hate
peopl e yelling across the street to their friends. In
fact | hate waving of all kinds. Public bathroons,
across the board. The handbl owers, the toilet doors

that don’t stay closed, the whole thing-hate it. | hate
directions. Gving directions, getting directions,
followng directions, | just- | can't stand it!

Bl ackout .

Scene ( MSNBQC)

Li ghts up. CLICK!
Back to the political talk show D alog overl aps.

THE PRI EST
Look, all we're asking for is for the Denbcrats to put
their noney where their nouth is, and engage us-

YOUNG WOVAN
Seventy-two percent of Anericans believe gl obal warm ng
is happening and that it’s caused by human factors-

THE PRI EST
And that nunber is down fromlast year!

YOUNG WOVAN
Fifty-three- FIFTY-THREE percent of Americans support
| egi slation that would curb carbon em ssions, and-

THE PRI EST
Fifty-three percent is hardly a nmandate for change-

THE TRAVELER
Ckay, M. Speaker, let nme stop you there-

THE PRI EST
It’s a fair point!

THE TRAVELER
| agree, but | want to get back to sonething you said
earlier: we were tal king about political will globally,
you said you didn't think it was there but | ook at what
cane out of the latest round of climate tal ks--



THE PRI EST
Let’s be honest. What cane out of those talks is a
j oke! Countl ess days, weeks wasted- and for what? A
non- bi ndi ng resolution? A notion to continue
cooperating? You mght as well have gotten the 3
together for tea and cupcakes!

VA CE
You want the truth? You can’t handl e the truth.

YOUNG WOVAN
Can | respond to that?

THE TRAVELER
Just a nonent, Senator. M. Speaker, | want to be clear
where you stand, here. Are you saying you woul d have
preferred a nore robust agreenent fromthis |ast round
of tal ks?

THE PRI EST
Look. My responsibility is to the voters of Onhio, first
and forenost. And what |I’m hearing fromthem fromny
constituents, is that they are sick and tired of al
the political wangling going on in Washi ngton. What
they want is an open and honest conversati on-

THE TRAVELER
kay, but M. Speaker | asked what kind of agreenent
you woul d have liked to see-

THE PRI EST
And I"'mtelling you! What | want is what the people
want, and that’s to see nore openness in the whol e
debat e.

YOUNG WOVAN
Can | just junp in here? Because | see where you're
going with this and I want to say, for the record-

THE PRI EST
Let ne finish, Senator-

THE TRAVELER
|1l get to you in a nonent, but M. Speaker 1'd really
i ke you to answer the question | posed earlier-

VA CE
(suddenly, sternly)
TRY IT!! You'll like it.
Everyone lifts their eyes skyward for a nonent.

Bl ackout .



Scene (MOVI E)

Li ghts up. CLICK!

The Traveler lies on the floor, in a blanket.
Young Wman kneel s beside him strokes his hair.
He awakes with a start, pulls away from her.

THE TRAVELER
You shouldn’t get so cl ose!

YOUNG WOVAN
Why ?

THE TRAVELER
VWat if | was sick?

YOUNG WOVAN
| mnot afraid.

THE TRAVELER
You shoul d be.

YOUNG WOVAN
| " m not .

THE TRAVELER
Pl ease. Stand away from ne. Pl ease.

YOUNG WOVAN
Al right.

She noves away, watches him After a while.

THE TRAVELER
Qut si de, everyone’s sick. You see it on their faces:
pai n, uni magi nabl e pai n.

YOUNG WOVAN

Fat her says pain is a sin of the body. W pray on
broken gl ass for the forgiveness of our nmany sins.

She begins to cry.

THE TRAVELER
Are you all right?

YOUNG WOVAN
" mso happy you're here! | want to know all about you.



THE TRAVELER
What is there to know? |’ ve been traveling.

YOUNG WOVAN
Have you seen a lot?

THE TRAVELER
Yes.

VO CE
No news i s good news.

YOUNG WOVAN
Li ke what? | want to know everyt hi ng.

THE TRAVELER
|’ ve seen a | ot.

YOUNG WOVAN
You don’t want to tell ne?

THE TRAVELER
lt’s not that. It's-- difficult to tal k about.

YOUNG WOVAN
Al right.
(beat)
What do you think of ne?

THE TRAVELER
You seem ni ce.

YOUNG WOVAN
That’'s a boring answer.

THE TRAVELER

Sorry. | haven't talked to anyone in a very long tine.
YOUNG WOVAN
Neither have |I. But at least I'mtrying.

The Travel er considers, then takes the plunge.

THE TRAVELER
| was com ng fromDallas, years ago. There were maybe
thirty of us on a bus. Wien the first quake hit, we
wer e sonmewhere- nmaybe in Cklahoma? | don't renenber.
The bus went off the road-

YOUNG WOVAN
And you were the only one who survived?
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THE TRAVELER
No. Me and four others. After the quakes, the rains
started. Endless. W traveled in themfor a tine,
didn’t nake it far. Eventually we took refuge in an
abandoned hotel. Every night nore and nore people would
arrive. They slept in the |obby, in the hallways...

YOUNG WOVAN
Did you have pl unbi ng?

THE TRAVELER
No, no plunbing. No electricity.

YOUNG WOVAN
Do you renenber pl unbi ng?

The Traveler snmiles in spite of hinself.

THE TRAVELER
Yes. | renenber plunbing.

YOUNG WOVAN
It must have been wonderful!

THE TRAVELER
Yes.

A beat. Traveler drinks her with his gaze.

THE TRAVELER (cont’d)
Yes. W were in the hotel when-- the sickness cane.

YOUNG WOVAN
Fat her told ne about the sickness.

THE TRAVELER
What did he tell you?

YOUNG WOVAN
He said that God nmade the sickness to kill the sinners,
but that sonetines even a good person can get sick. And
he said it hurts. And that pain is a sin of the body,
so we pray on broken gl ass-

Young Whman appears to be in pain nonmentarily, but
she pushes it aside with sonme effort.

YOUNG WOVAN (cont’ d)
Pl ease keep tal ki ng.

THE TRAVELER
At first we had a system but with nore people every
day it becane hard to manage. Soneone got sick, and

( MORE)
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THE TRAVELER (cont’ d)
within a week the whole floor was sick. The bodies

woul d just pile up in the hallway... so | left.
YOUNG WOVAN
You | eft!
THE TRAVELER
| left my group. And- a girl. | told nyself I would go
back for her, but | knew when | left... she wouldn’t
| ast long on her owmn. So | left her. | left her behind.
YOUNG WOVAN

And where did you go?
THE TRAVELER

Denver.

YOUNG WOVAN
Denver? Oh, how wonderful! Is it true what they say?
That everything still works there?

THE TRAVELER
It was true for a while. By the tinme | got there Denver
was just like the hotel, only worse. You woul dn’t
bel i eve how many people! They put up tents when the
rain started. And afterward they put up nore tents, and
canvas covers on the wal kways-

YOUNG WOVAN
And they built the aqueducts!

VA CE
When all that can be inmagi ned can be created, there
will be nothing left to inagine or create.

THE TRAVELER
Yes. The aqueducts.

YOUNG WOVAN
Did you see then?

THE TRAVELER
They were just starting when | left. | took a plane-

YOUNG WOVAN
An ai rpl ane!

THE TRAVELER
This was years ago. | had noney saved, | was young-
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YOUNG WOVAN
| was born on an airpl ane.

THE TRAVELER
You were?

YOUNG WOVAN
Oh, yes. | was baptised in the airplane bathroom

THE TRAVELER
Vel . There are no airplanes now.

YOUNG WOVAN
No.

THE TRAVELER
How | ong have you been here?

YOUNG WOVAN
Sevent een years.

THE TRAVELER
Sevent een! Where do you find food?

YOUNG WOVAN
| shouldn’t say.

THE TRAVELER
O course, | understand.

YOUNG WOVAN
| could talk to ny father. Maybe you coul d stay-

THE TRAVELER
No. Even if he agreed, | wouldn't stay.

YOUNG WOVAN
Because of ne?

THE TRAVELER
Yes. Because of you.

VA CE
Inflation is always and everywhere a nonetary
phenonenon.
Young Wman wat ches hi m

Carefully, she withdraws a small bag of al nonds
from besi de her breast.
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YOUNG WOVAN
Al nond.

She noves toward him cautiously.

When she’s near enough, she produces a single nut
and places it gingerly in his nouth. He lets her.

THE TRAVELER
Thank you.

YOUNG WOVAN
How ol d are you?

THE TRAVELER
d der than you.

YOUNG WOVAN
How nmuch ol der?

THE TRAVELER
| don’t know. |’ve |lost track.

The Traveler smles at her.

YOUNG WOVAN
We have a farm

THE TRAVELER
" msorry?

YOUNG WOVAN
Next door there’s a farm No, not a farm A gl asshouse?

THE TRAVELER
A greenhouse?

YOUNG WOVAN
Yes! There are many nmen who work there. They coll ect
the rain, and they purify it. My father taught themto.
He’'s very wise. They care for the plants |ike children.
They even sleep next to them

THE TRAVELER
And they share themw th you?

YOUNG WOVAN
O course! They would do anything for ny father.

THE TRAVELER
| see.



14.

VA CE
If you liked it then you shoulda put a ring on it.

The Priest enters with a bag of broken gl ass.
He hands it to the Young Wonan, wordl essly.
The Priest pauses just before he exits.

THE PRI EST
It is alnost nighttine.

THE TRAVELER
|’ m | eavi ng now.

THE PRI EST
I f you find nedication-

THE TRAVELER
Yes. |I'Il return.

The Priest exits.
Young Wrman begins to scatter the broken gl ass.

YOUNG WOVAN
Wul d you |ike to pray, before you | eave?

THE TRAVELER
| have nothing to pray for.

YOUNG WOVAN
You shoul d pray on broken glass for the forgiveness of-

THE TRAVELER
It is getting dark. | should go. Thank you for talking.

He starts into the audience, to exit.

YOUNG WOVAN
Wi t!

He |ingers, before |eaving.

YOUNG WOVAN (cont’ d)
WIIl | see you again?

THE TRAVELER
| doubt it.

He exits.

Bl ackout .
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Scene (| NFOVERCI AL)

Li ghts up. CLICK!
The i nfonercial again.

THE PRI EST
Hey, let's face it. We [ive in the twenty-first century
now, and the last thing you want to do is interact with
anot her human being. Right?

YOUNG WOVAN
You got that right!

THE PRI EST
You want to be hooked into your iPod, you want to have
your music going, and you want everyone else to
basically just |eave you alone. Right?

YOUNG WOVAN
| sure do! You what | hate? | hate it when | have to
call soneone on the phone, or talk to a delivery person
when | want to order sone food-

THE PRI EST
That’'s enough. Then let ne share with you a
revol utionary new device, this is called the iDon’'t.
And what this does is absolutely incredible-

YOUNG WOVAN
Looks ni cel

THE PRI EST
Wait until you see this thing in action. Here, just put
t hese gl asses on-

He hands her a pair of oversized gl asses.

YOUNG WOVAN
On! They’' re confortabl e!

THE PRI EST
Aren’t they? They' re stylish, too. You | ook good in
them Now I’'Il just turn this setting on here, and-

The Priest dials a small button on the iDon't.

YOUNG WOVAN
Oh ny God! Ww, you don’t |ook like yourself at all

THE PRI EST
VWho do | look Iike?
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YOUNG WOVAN
VWell, you I ook- now | know this may sound strange, but-
you | ook twenty years younger!

The Priest |aughs.

THE PRI EST
And that’s just a little sanple of what this device can
do. Using the latest inmage- and notion-mppi ng
technol ogy, the iDon’t is able to systematically and
SEAMLESSLY al ter the appearance of the peopl e around
you. Let’s try this setting.

The Priest nmakes an adj ustnent.

YOUNG WOVAN
Ch! Oh, ny goodness! It’s Brad Pitt!
THE PRI EST
No, it’'s still nme. But the iDon't cones with over four

hundred celebrity "skins,”™ so now you can ride the
subway with the STARS! And let ne tell you sonething,
these skins are totally lifelike.

The Priest w nks |asciviously.

YOUNG WOVAN
Oh, wow | love the iDon' t!!

THE PRI EST
And renenber, there are thousands nore skins avail abl e
for purchase on our website. Just one nore setting-

The Priest nmakes an adj ustnent.

YOUNG WOVAN
Where did you go?

THE PRI EST
Soneti nmes you need to get away, right? Wth the iDon’t
you CAN get away, even in a city of ten mllion people.

Using a high-definition rotoscoping canmera, the iDon’t
can conpletely erase the presence of your fellow human
bei ngs. Now whet her you live in New York City or

Dul uth, M nnesota; whether you live in Hong Kong or
Bar cel ona- you can be conpletely al one on the planet.

YOUNG WOVAN
| want one!

THE PRI EST
The future is the iDon’t: | don't want to see you,
don't want to hear you, | don’t want to know you exi st.

Boom
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Bl ackout .

Scene ( MSNBQC)

Li ghts up. CLICK!
Back to the political talk show D alog overlaps.

YOUNG WOVAN
Look, you can argue that global warmng is not a
priority and you can argue that there are hundreds of
t hings worth spending our tinme or noney on first-

THE PRI EST

Thank you, because that’s exactly what |’ m arguing.
YOUNG WOVAN

-but you have to admit that elimnating our dependence

on foreign oil is only going to make things better-
THE PRI EST

O course | agree with that. It’s the Denocrats who
want to take noney out of the War on Terror-

THE TRAVELER
Let’s stick to global warm ng, M. Speaker if we can-

THE PRI EST
Look. This is what |’ m saying, Senator. W obviously
agree that decreasing our dependence on foreign oil is

a priority. But what the Denbcrats won’t say is that we
have plenty of oil right here in the United States!

YOUNG WOVAN
Wth all due respect, M. Speaker: ANWAR is not on the
table. The Anerican people do not want-

THE TRAVELER
ANWAR, that’s the Arctic National WIdlife Refuge-

THE PRI EST
There are ten billion barrels of oil just sitting up
there in Al aska.
YOUNG WOVAN
Sitting up there in a protected wildlife refuge!
THE PRI EST
Do you realize what kind of effect ten billion barrels

of oil would have on the US econony? G| we don’t have
to inport? I think Arerican jobs are worth nore than-
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YOUNG WOVAN
We inmport ten mllion barrels of oil a day, M.
Speaker, so this is a hundred days’ worth of oil com ng
from Al aska. Hardly an econom c stinulus. And hardly
worth disturbing the |argest remaining caribou herd on
Eart h!

VO CE
W have nothing to fear, but fear itself.

Bl ackout .

Scene (COM O

Li ghts up. CLICK!
The Travel er becones the stand-up com c again.

THE TRAVELER
When | was younger | used to like to make bets with
mysel f. You ever do this? You nake a little bet, like:
“I"ll bet you can’t toss that piece of paper into the
wast ebasket from hal fway across the room™" Little
things, to make life entertaining. Only ny bets were a
ot nore self-destructive, nore |like "Bet you can’'t

have five nore beers and still drive hone," or "Bet you
can’t graduate college with a coke addiction.” Little
things, little small things to keep you entertained..

Bl ackout .

Scene ( OPRAH)

Li ghts up. CLICK!

YOUNG WOVAN
Self-pity?

The Travel er speaks earnestly, with difficulty.

THE TRAVELER
Yes.

YOUNG WOVAN
Sel f -1 oat hi ng?

THE TRAVELER
Yes.

YOUNG WOVAN
A desire to conpletely obliterate your physical being-?
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THE TRAVELER
Yes! -

YOUNG WOVAN
-to destroy the world by destroying yourself?-

THE TRAVELER
Yes, yes!

The Travel er buries his face in his hands, crying.
She touches himlightly, conforting.

YOUNG WOVAN
It’s not your fault.

THE TRAVELER
(sobs)

YOUNG WOVAN
| nmean that, it’s not your fault. Right, Doctor?

THE PRI EST
Not hing is your fault, son. It’s in your genes.

VO CE
Qut of college, noney spent.

YOUNG WOVAN
Explain that to us, Doctor-

VA CE
See no future, pay no rent.

THE PRI EST
You see, all our behaviors are guided by chem cals.
They control everything we think, everything we do- you
can’t help it if your chemi cals are out of whack, son,
that’'s just a fact of life. But you can get help. If
you’' re strong enough to ask for it.

YOUNG WOVAN
Wel | ? Are you strong enough to ask for hel p?

VA CE
Al the nobney’s gone, nowhere to go.

THE TRAVELER
(between tears)
WIl you... will you... help ne?

Bl ackout .
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Scene (COM Q)

Li ghts up. CLICK!
The Traveler is the stand-up com c agai n.

THE TRAVELER
Listen |'ve been masturbating for |ike, twenty years.
Ri ght ? Which neans--that’s the longest tinme |’ ve ever
had sex with one person. | nean, twenty years! That’s
| onger than sonme people are married. But you know what ?
And this is true. | think the honeynobon period is over.
" m serious! Wien | first got together with nyself we
were doing it ALL THE TIME-- the shower, the living
room the backseat of my Pontiac Bonneville... and |
used to really bring the romance, you know. light a few
candl es, naybe take a nice hot bath. Nowadays it’s
just- very functional. It's like the |l ove is gone.
don’'t even cuddle wth nyself afterwards, anynore...

Scene (MOVI E)

Li ghts up. CLICK!
The Priest takes the Young Wnan by the hand.

He | eads her down to the broken glass, stil
scattered across the stage.

She | ays down on it.

He clinbs on top of her.

Di spassi onat e intercourse.

The Priest gets up, goes and prays on the gl ass.

Young Worman |ies on her back, staring at the
cei ling.

THE PRI EST
"When in the Course of human events, it becones
necessary for one people to dissolve the politica
bands whi ch have connected themw th another, and to
assunme-"

YOUNG WOVAN
| don’t |ove you.

The Priest stops his prayers for a nonent.

Then resunes.
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THE PRI EST
"and to assunme anong the powers of the earth, the
separate and equal station to which the Laws of Nature
and of Nature’'s God entitle them"

YOUNG WOVAN
What | thought was love, it turns out-- is not |ove.
Love is-- so nuch bigger than | inmagined.

THE PRI EST
You shoul d pray.

YOUNG WOVAN
Yes.

But she doesn’'t npbve. The Priest continues.

THE PRI EST
"...Life, Liberty and the pursuit of Happiness. Anen."

He crosses hinself. He stands-- the glass sticks
into his flesh, and he nust pull it out carefully.

It’s clearly very painful, but he makes no sound.

YOUNG WOVAN
| can’t stop thinking about him Papa. Do you think he
t hi nks about ne?

THE PRI EST
You should learn to forget. You' re old enough, now

YOUNG WOVAN
Wiy can’t | go outside?

THE PRI EST
Because it is raining. And because only nen can go
out si de.

YOUNG WOVAN
Do the farnmers go outside?

THE PRI EST
No. The farnmers care for the plants.

YOUNG WOVAN
Don’t they ever want to go outside?

THE PRI EST
No.
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YOUNG WOVAN
Because of nme?

THE PRI EST
Yes. Because of you.

VO CE
Every fair fromfair sonetine declines.

YOUNG WOVAN
Am | sick, Papa?

THE PRI EST
Yes.

YOUNG WOVAN
And you want nme to get pregnant? Before | die?

THE PRI EST
Yes.

YOUNG WOVAN
Do you think it will happen?

THE PRI EST
| don’t know. You mnust pray, now.

YOUNG WOVAN
Yes, Papa.

She stands, crosses to the glass. Perhaps we see
the bl oody holes in her back fromlying on it.

She kneels, and begins to pray.

YOUNG WOVAN (cont’ d)
"Al'l wi sdom coneth fromthe Lord, and is with him
forever. Who can nunber the sand of the sea, and the
drops of rain, and the days of eternity? Who can find
out the height of heaven, and the breadth of the earth,
and the deep, and w sdon? W sdom hath been created
before all things, and the understandi ng of prudence
fromeverlasting. The word of God nost high..."

Scene (IMSNBC - end)

Li ghts up. CLICK!
Back to the political talk show D alog overl aps.

THE PRI EST
Al right Senator, let’'s |look at the facts. You know
what happens to the Anmerican econony if you start

( MORE)
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THE PRI EST (cont’d)
piling higher and hi gher taxes on carbon em ssions?
Conpl ete econom ¢ col l apse. This entire country runs on
gasol ine. How are we going to ship goods, Senator? How
are we going to fly our white collar workers around the
wor |l d? You' re going to do that w thout gasoline?

YOUNG WOVAN
So you’'re saying we shouldn’t pursue it because-

THE PRI EST
Because it’'s a PIPE DREAM Senator! You can’t just
throw a switch and suddenly you don’t need petrol eum

YOUNG WOVAN
France generates 80% of its energy from nucl ear power-

THE PRI EST
France is NOT the United States, Senator!

YOUNG WOVAN
But even Russia is investing heavily in nuclear
technol ogi es. M. Speaker, the econom es of tonorrow
are green economes. If you and your colleagues want to
dig your heels in and cling to ol d-world thinking-

THE TRAVELER
Al'l right, Senator-

THE PRI EST
Al'l due respect? This is precisely the doubl espeak that
Anericans are sick of hearing fromthe Denocratic
party. You tal k about this beautiful green future, this
I magi nary green econony, and then you tal k about
nucl ear power! Your entire party is afflicted by this
| eft-wi ng optimsm which believes Science is your
savior, when in reality-

YOUNG WOVAN
Hol d on a nonment, M. Speaker-
THE PRI EST
No! You hold on a nmonment. | am so sick of you peopl e!

You lunp all the devout into one group and call us
religious nutcases, while you' ve all drunk the Kool -Aid
of eco-scientific Earth worship, which is basically-

YOUNG WOVAN
M. Speaker -

THE PRI EST
Which is basically PAGANism Senator, the way | | ook at
it is: our tine on Earth is limted. W ought to take

( MORE)
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THE PRI EST (cont’d)
care of the things we can take care of. W can’t do
anyt hi ng about tonmorrow. All this running around |ike
Chicken Little is NOT going to put food on anyone’s
table, and it’s not going to put clothes on their back.

YOUNG WOVAN
So we shoul d do not hi ng?

THE PRI EST
We shoul d focus on problens we can SCLVE, Senator. The
rest is in God s hands.

THE TRAVELER
Let nme just junp in, because we have to take a break.

VA CE
We never. Stop working. For you.

Bl ackout .

Scene ( BLACKQOUT)

Voi ce speaks naturally.

VA CE
We are not econom c nodels. W do not behave
rationally. W seek our nothers and our fathers, our
brothers and our sisters. W seek our tribe in everyone
we neet. Conmmunity is built with effort, not by
acci dent. We cannot continue to pursue a definition of
the Sel f which does not include a definition of the
O her. The triunmph of the human spirit is not a solo
performance. WIIl is not a singular experience.
Collective will. Conscious evol ution. Pushing oursel ves
beyond the boundaries of confortable thought-- no, not
quite. Allow ng ourselves to be pushed by the inner
nmovenent s whi ch exceed the outer toil. W are the
children of the Lord. W are the fragnents of the
shattered mrror which began the Universe. W reflect
and conpl ete each other. W are human. W are divine.

Scene ( END)

In the bl ackness, we hear an urgent POUNDI NG

THE TRAVELER
Let me in!! Please! LET ME IN!

The Travel er stunbl es onstage fromthe audi ence.

Li ghts cone up slowy, to about hal fway.
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Young Wman enters. She is covered in bl ood.
A nonent, as they | ook at each other.
Lights up the rest of the way.

YOUNG WOVAN
You cane back

THE TRAVELER
Yes.

YOUNG WOVAN
Did you cone back for ne?

THE TRAVELER
| brought you nedicine.

YOUNG WOVAN
It’s no use.

THE TRAVELER
You're sick. This will help you. Here-

He pulls a small bag of pills fromhis breast and
tries to feed it to her, but she produces a knife.

He backs off, scared.

THE TRAVELER
What did you do?

YOUNG WOVAN
| killed him

THE TRAVELER
| see.

YOUNG WOVAN
| want to go outside. WIIl you take nme?

THE TRAVELER
You' re sick. You can’t go outside.

YOUNG WOVAN
Yes. |I'’mvery sick.

She draws near to him He doesn’'t nove.

She presses the knife to his neck.
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YOUNG WOVAN
| " mgoing to die.

She | eans toward him ki sses him

THE TRAVELER
It’s not too late for you. | have nedici ne-

A DRUM BEA NS TO BEAT of f st age.

YOUNG WOVAN
It is too late. It's too |late for both of us.

THE TRAVELER
VWhat is that?

YOUNG WOVAN
They found his body.

THE TRAVELER
The farners?

YOUNG WOVAN
Yes. They will conme for nme now.

Drunm ng slowy increases in pace.

THE TRAVELER
Do they know you’'re here?

YOUNG WOVAN
They’ ve heard stories. They nust have believed them

THE TRAVELER
When they find you- they' Il tear you apart!

YOUNG WOVAN
That’ s what |’ m hopi ng.

She kneels on the broken gl ass and begins to pray.

THE TRAVELER
Al right cone with nel 1’Il take you outsi de.

YOUNG WOVAN
In the rain?

THE TRAVELER
Yes. W' ||l take the nedicine, we'll find sonmewhere..
sonmewher e safe.
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YOUNG WOVAN
And t hen?

THE TRAVELER
"1l take care of you. Grls your age can live three or
four years with the nedicine. Maybe that woul d be

enough tine... to start a famly.
YOUNG WOVAN
No. | want to go outside al one.

THE TRAVELER
You haven’t been out there, you don’t know what it’s
like. There are terrible people everywhere, terrible
men. You won't |ast five mnutes w thout ne!

YOUNG WOVAN
| " m goi ng outside. And I’ m goi ng al one.

THE TRAVELER
No! I won't let youl

VA CE
When it rains, it pours.

They acknow edge the voice, briefly.
Then each ot her.

THE TRAVELER
Her e.

He takes a length of rope from his bag.
He ties it to her wist.

YOUNG WOVAN
What is this?

THE TRAVELER
In case you change your ni nd.

YOUNG WOVAN
| won't.

THE TRAVELER
| know.

YOUNG WOVAN
You’' re sweet.

Young Worman caresses his face.
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Just as they are approaching an inpossible frenzy,
the druns cone to a sudden stop

YOUNG WOVAN (cont’ d)
They nust be outside the door.

THE TRAVELER
Way did they stop?

YOUNG WOVAN
They’ re praying.

She st ands.
MJUSIC UP: "Ring Them Bells," Bob Dyl an.
She wal ks slowly down the aisle of the audience.

The string is tied to one hand, which she hol ds
above her head--keeping tension on the string.

She holds her knife in the other hand.
She exits out the rear door.

The Traveler continues to feed out string, as the
lights begin to slowy conme down.

Li ghts fade to about hal fway.
The Iine suddenly goes sl ack.

Bl ackout .



